The legitimacy of  the NCES  role  in acquiring State data  is  claimed by Berryatan
to be based on the fact that NGES:

"...   operates  in  the non-political  and professional tradition  of
the U.S.  Bureau  of  the Census  and  the U.S.   Bureau of Labor
Statistics   ...   the NGES meets  three  criteria for an adequate  data
system  ...  First,   positioned at  the  federal level,   it  is  formally
authorized to work with all of the   nation's school districts   and
states.     Second,   it  receives an annual Congressional  appropriation
of funds  to be used for  the  express  purpose of  collecting data  about
education  ...   Finally and perhaps  most important,   it is  independent
of  the many stakeholders   in education   ...   It is  subject  to the
balance of power that affects  all   federal agencies."

To IMPROVE the Federal-State  administrative  record data system,   Lehnen  suggest
that:

"NCES should take  the  lead  in developing a model state  data base
and reporting system for district-level data.    Although such data
may be  collected and maintained  at   the state  level,   standard  format
public-use  tapes from each state would be available."

To which can be appended Natriello's proposal   that:

"A two stage process should be  initiated.     In the first stage  NCKS
would identify several states   interested in developing a state   level
data base  relevant to state policy making.     NCES would  then work
with  these SEA's   to develop  the data  gathering procedures.     In  the
second stage NCES might select  the most successful data base design
and use it as the model for a national data base assembled from data
collected by individual states."

The natural evolution from those suggestions  leads  to a statement that,   "It
would seem appropriate  for NCES to  stand ready  to provide  technical assistance
to states that request consultation  on the  best ways of collecting and
presenting their data"   (w.  Turnbull).

Those  are arguments for a  state oriented collection schema,   yet there  is  a
concern expressed that:

"...   there are several compelling  reasons  to keep  the  basic data
collection at  the  federal  level.     First,   for reasons specified
earlier,  most states  and districts   have historically collected  only
minimum information about the elementary and secondary public   school
system ...   Second,   many public education  issues   require  data
comparable across states   ...  Or it may require the ability to
differentiate general  from state-specific problems"   (Berryman).

98ample of district data are collected ... the sample should be
